
Ordinance No. 207 	
REVOKING ORDINANCE NO. 42  

An ordinance prohibiting unnecessary noise	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF BETHANY, WEST VIRGINIA, AS 
FOLLOWS: 

Ordinance No. 10 1 is hereby revoked and in lieu thereof the following ordinance is hereby 
enacted: 

(A)  The making and creation of loud, unnecessary, or unusual noises within the limits of the 
Town of Bethany is a condition which has existed for some time and the extent and volume of such 
noises is increasing, all of which tends to infringe upon the comfort, convenience, health, safety, welfare, 
and prosperity of the residents of the Town of Bethany.  Therefore, it is hereby declared to be in the 
public interest that the following provisions be enacted for the purpose of securing and promoting the 
public health, comfort, convenience, safety, welfare, prosperity, and peace and quiet of the Town of 
Bethany and its inhabitants. 

(B)  It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to make, continue, or cause to be made or 
continued, any loud, unnecessary, or unusual noise or any noise which either annoys, disturbs, injures, 
or endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace, or safety of others, within the limits of the Town. 

(C)  The following acts are hereby declared to be loud, disturbing and unnecessary noises in 
violation of this ordinance, but this enumeration shall in no way be deemed to be exclusive: 

	 	  

	 (1)  The sounding of any horn or device on any automobile, motorcycle, vehicle on any 
street or public place of the city; except as a danger warning; the creation by means of any such signaling 
device of an unreasonably loud or harsh sound; and sounding of any such device for an unnecessary and 
unreasonable period of time. 

	 (2)  Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling, or singing on the public streets, particularly 
between the hours of 10 p.m. and 8 a.m. or at any time or place so as to annoy or disturb the quiet, 
comfort, or repose of persons in any office, in any dwelling or other type of residence, or of any persons 
in the vicinity. 



	    
	       
	                                                                        
(3) The discharge into the open air of the exhaust of any steam engine, stationary internal combustion 
engine, motor boat, or motor vehicle except through a muffler or other device which will effectively 
prevent loud or explosive noises therefrom. 

	 (4)  The use of any automobile, motorcycle, or vehicle so out of repair, so loaded, or in 
such manner as to create loud and unnecessary grating, grinding, rattling, or other noise. 

	 (5)  The squealing of any tire or the signaling or other of the creation of any the causing 
of any other noise as the result of accelerating an automobile, motorcycle, or other vehicle from a slow 
rate of speed or a stopped position except in an emergency situation. 

	 	  (6)  Using, operating, or permitting to be played, used, or operated, any radio, musical 
instrument, phonograph, stereo set, television, or other machine or device for the production or 
reproduction of sound, in such a manner as to disturb the peace, quiet, and comfort of the neighboring 
inhabitants or in such a manner at any time with louder volume than is necessary for convenient hearing 
for the person or persons who are in the room, vehicle, or chamber, in which such machine or device is 
located and who are voluntary listeners thereto.  The operation of any radio, musical instrument, 
phonograph, stereo set, television, or other machine or device for the production or reproduction of 
sound between the hours of 10 PM to 8 Am Monday through Sunday  in such a manner as to be plainly 
audible at a distance of 50 feet from the building, structure, or vehicle in which it is located shall be 
prima facie evidence of a violation of this section but shall not be deemed the only way by with the 
ordinance can be violated.  

6.1 Exceptions. Contractors working within the towns limit may start at 7am.  

(D)  Any person who violates any provision of this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not exceeding $200.00. 

  	 	  	 	 	 	 /s/ Thomas V Furbee 

	 	 	 	 	 	 MAYOR 
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	 1	 Ordinance No. 10, adopted 1/13/70.   






